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Presidential Kamblings

Greetings to a new Decade. 1
remember Y2K...it doesn’t seem 10
years ago. At that time the Falls
Community was a fledgling and here
we are, finally seeing mature trees,
mature friendships and a welcoming
spirit for the new neighbors. In a
time of unbelievable Real Estate
upheaval, our 194 home community
has 4 wvacant homes and only a
handful of homes for sale; we are
very fortunate. This speaks for the
great reputation we enjoy, the overall
beautiful condition we keep our
homes in and the tireless efforts of
17 very active volunteers and a slew
of others who help us when needed.
Did you know that Ruthe Faust was
presented West Melbourne’s
Beautification Award last Summer
for her care and efforts she put into
our Front Gate area.

Ladies and Gents and families —
it Takes a Community to Make a
Community. We all care, some care
more than others. It is time for our
Annual  Meeting on  Tuesday
February 2" at the Wesleyan
Methodist Church. It is important
you attend to vote in the 5 member
Board of Directors and approve this
year’s operating budget and discuss
some ideas on our minds and on
yours. Please sign up to Volunteer.

So far I am the only official
returning Board member. Elaine
Bryson has thrown her hat into the
ring [again], and I have Ruthe Faust
[again] willing to join the Board and

Fred Prichard has also said he would
run if we need him. That is only 4
out of a required 5. Please consider
giving us some of your time and
concern to help our Community run
smoothly.
A few notes: The condition of the
front perimeter fence [on Sheridan]
is deteriorating and options will be
discussed at the Meeting. Please
take a minute to look at it! And,
look as some of the other fences in
the area. This is your fence, we need
your input. The Holiday season sure
was pretty around here. Thank you
all for contributing to our enjoyment.
Please come to the meeting in
person or give your proxy to a
neighbor. We require a Quorum to
vote on anything and that requires
your effort. We will be there....Will
You? We fired Advanced Property
Management. What is next; to be
discussed.

Take care and Max the Wonder
Dog and I will be seeing you around.

by Russ: Schaad

AROUND THE FALLS 4, Pette Favese
AELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS:
Lorraine Douty ~ Decerzber 3™
Joyce Jaeger 34
Ruthe Faust 7"
Evey Borysiewicz 22

Connie Etheridge (abigoney 28"
Carol Carl January 4"

(a birthday celebration for Carol was
held at the Tuscany Grill on Sat. Jan. 9th)
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Patrick Naughton 6"
Robin Naughton 8"*
Dave Schultz 24th
CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES
Maggie and Don White ~ Dec 21st

Andrea and Don Nemeth 28th

VEITING IN THE FALLS WERE:
Diana Douty had her mother, sister,
and niece from Ohio visit them
before the holidays.

Maggie White had all of her
children visit at one time or another
during her illness. First, a daughter-
in-law from Virginia, then Susie and
Kim from Conn., Leslie from
Colorado and last but not least, Jason
from Virginia. That was "enough
lovin" to help make her well.

Ronnie and Dave Schultz had
Ronnie’s Aunt and Uncle from
Ocala spend Xmas with them

Sally and Dan Young's son and his
gitlfriend came from Sweden to
spend the holidays with them.

Jan and Bob Amos have Jan’s
mother visiting from the cold state
of Missouti for several months.
Jeanne Pannucci's twin sister and her
husband visited her from New

Jersey.

TRAVELING OUT OF THE FALLS
Ray and Diana O'Neill spent a few
days in New York City to celebrate
Ray’s BIG FIVE-O (12/9). They
met with friends and family and
even got to see the first snow fall
of the year. They had a Fabulous



THE FALLS AT SHERIDAN

time Tsugi and Dick ODonnell
went to Las Vegas before Xmas
Kristen Faust, Brian Valentine and
Joyce and Richard Brady had a
holiday weekend at the Gaylord
Palms in Oflando before Xmas.
Carol and Erv Fischer and friends
from Missouri took a three-day
cruise  before  the  holidays.
Connie and Larry Etheridge and

friends went on a cruise to celebrate

Connie’s Big birthday.
Kathie and Jerry Poole spent
Christmas in Georgia.

Jo Ann and George Tegeler were in
New York for the holidays Joyce and
Stewart Jaeger were in New Jersey
for Christmas and were snowed in
for a couple days. Dot and Fred
Prichard along with their son drove
back to W.Va. before Xmas and
what an experience they had. They
drove into the big storm that hit the
east coast and it took them 3 days to
arrive at their destination. The one
night they almost didn’t get a room
in the “INN”. It was Fred ‘s
abundant ‘charm” that prevailed.
Serrita and Charlie Maxwell were
gone over Xmas visiting Kentucky,
Tennessee and N. Carolina.

The Peter Fassman  family on
Shoshone IL.n. were in Penna. For
the holidays

Vince Sammaritono went to

Philadelphia to visit his parents over
the holidays.

Elaine Bryson and daughter, Robin
Naughton, went to NY after Xmas.
Joyce and Richard Brady spent
Xmas with their daughter, husband
and their grand children in NY.
Marie and Dick Purdy went to N.
Carolina to visit their son, daughter-
in-law and grandchild.
Joyce and Stewart Jaeger went on a
cruise in January.
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HEALTH ISSUES Lorraine Douty had
surgety in early December. Maggie
White had surgery before Christmas.
Mary Riding had surgery before the
holidays. All three of these ladies had
their procedures the same week and
all of them are doing well and are on
the road to recovery.

Dick Purdy had eye surgery and now
he is seeing 20/20. Debbie
Menendez and Charles Azevedo
both  are  recovering  from
pneumonia. Betty Cammack had
surgery in January. (This is no way to
end a year or to start a new one!!)

COMMUNITY SYMPATHY

We extend our sympathy to Connie
Etheridge on the loss of her brother
in Michigan.

The Community was saddened to
learn of the passing of Ben Heyman
of Shoshone ILane on January
15th.You may remember Ben riding
his bike throughout the community a
few years back. Ben always signaled
by hand when he turned into a street,
not many of our residents driving
their cars have that courtesy. He was
an honest, pleasant, and courteous
man. Ben served on the Board of
Directors in 2005 and his service to
our community was  greatly
appreciated We extend our deepest
sympathy to Shelley, his wife, and
their children.

RETIREE'S:

Rather than exchange gifts at their
annual Christmas party, the Retirees
decided to collect cash, and can
goods, to give to needy families. The
retirees were extremely generous and
as a result; 4 large baskets and 4
packages, along with gift cards were
distributed to 4 families. The families
were very appreciative and this
certainly brightened their holidays.

Did you hear BELLS? We certainly
did! We had a Xmas bell, a desk bell.
a school bell, a2 cow bell and an air
horn at the 12" annual Retiree’s

Xmas party at the Holiday Inn. No--
-Tinker Bell was not there, unless
you want to dub Dot Prichard  that
name .Dot led the  Retirees Feud
game The contest was to identify
numerous Xmas carols by filling in
the blank word and being the first to
ting in. Tony Muzzone s table had
the air horn and [ don’t think he was
quite sure he should be blasting
away. He always had a sheepish look
when he "horned in". The food was
very good, as usual, and a wonderful
start to the holiday. We had 44 in
attendance. André Nemeth made a
lovely gift basket to be raffled off
and the Purdy’s were the recipient. It
was a delicious, delightful and
delectable way to start the holidays.

WELCOME TO THE FALLS

David & Hallie Lammeier, are
recent residents of the Falls They
reside at 861 Potomac Dr. Their
phone number is 914 4802. They
have a son Colton, who is 12 years
old. David works for Hoya Vision
Care. His Hobby is Golf. They came
here all the way from West Melbourne.
Kevin & Lewis Mathews have
moved here from Satellite Beach.
Their new home is 733 Falls Creek
Drive. Their (cell phone) number,
is 292-9551. Their dogs & cats are
Fred, Lucy, Winnie & George
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When you see any of our new residents
give them a big smile and a handshake.

CONGRATULATIONS:

Juan and Nina Martinez of Linville
Falls became grandparents

of a beautiful baby boy (Adrian F. .

Martinez) he was born in Miramar,
FL on December 5th, 2009!

Phﬂ Chieco 855 Potomac Dr writes:
My wife and I walk our dog between
4:00 pm and 5:00 pm every evening,.
The last 3-4 times we were on
Conestee Dr, we encountered 2 very
aggressive Sandhill Cranes. Last time
one of the cranes came within 6 feet
of us with wings spread in a
threatening posture. Recently we
have witnessed residents in that area
feeding these birds. On 1/5/2010 1
contacted Biologist Amanda Sigman
from the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation ~ Commission  (the
agency that regulates concerns
regarding this species). According to
her, this pair of sandhill cranes is
probably a breeding pair as the
breeding season runs from now until
June. She stated that feeding these
birds can cause them to lose their
fear of humans and is also
ILLEGAIL. She also stated that
during the breeding season, they
become very territorial which is
probably the reason for the
aggressive behavior. I asked if this
pair of birds could be relocated but
she said they could not be moved
because of their endangered species
status. She also went on to say that if
moved, their homing instinct would
bring them back here.

My main concern is that if a child
crosses paths with these birds in their
heightened state of aggressiveness,
there may be an injury or worse to
the child, bird or both.

I have further information
concerning Sandhill Cranes and their
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habitats. If you will contact me I will
be glad to share this with you.
Sincerely, Phil Chieco 855 Potomac
Dr 728-2670

The tabulation of the covenants

revision ballots were completed on
January 12, 2010. All articles were
accepted |except the following:| metal
roofs, pavers for sidewalks and driveways,
garbage |/ yard waste disposal placement,
and parking in the streets. To learn
more, in regard to the revisions,
please attend the Annual Meeting
Feb 2. The coveniants commitiee

Please do not trim your burnt

foliage—shrubs, palms even your
grass. We know everyone is brown in
color with the recent hard freeze but
tolerate it until March ,when we can
be faitly sure we will not have any
freezing weather. Cutting
stimulates growth and the new
growth is even more susceptible to
the cold. Many of your plants may
come back given a little time and
sunshine.

more

The following is the conclusion of a
report by Dick O’Donnell on his trip
to Normandy this past summer.

If you need to refresh yourself on
what took place in the first
installment, or if you missed it, see
bttp:/ [ www.fallsatsheridan.con/ news/ 20
09 _10.pdf

NORMANDY - ... Fast Forward,
64 Years — When we left off in the
first installment, Pvt James Hattrick
and Pfc R.B. Lewellen,
paratroopers of the 508" Parachute
Infantry Regiment, had landed in
Normandy on D-Day. Originally
destined for the area of Ste Mere
Eglise, their aircraft had strayed off
course and deposited them in the
hamlet of Goutbesville, five miles
SW of the intended drop zone.
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Neither man knew where he was or
where the other 17 men in their
jump “stick” were. In the next few
moments Hattrick was killed and
Lewellen was twice wounded.R.B.,
who was christened with only those
initials, was captured and brought
to a German aid station in the
village schoolhouse. An American
Major was also there with a hip
wound.R.B.’s left hand had been
mangled and had to be amputated.
Shortly after that, R.B. and the
Major were sent to separate POW
camps where they lasted out the
war. The stories of all three men,

Hattrick, Lewellen, and “the
Major”, seemed to end there.

64 Years Later —

O’Donnell stumbled across the

image of an unusual marker, which
read: "To the memory of James R.
Hattrick, a soldier of the 82nd
Parachutists and the 300 American
soldiers who fell on the field of
honor at Gourbesville between 6
and 16 June 1944". He knew
Hattrick was a member of the 508"
and labeled MIA these many years.
It was a mystery that his name
would be singled out like
this.O’Donnell contacted a number
of fellow researchers in an attempt
to solve that mystery. Two were
residents of Normandy - Jean
Baptiste Feuillye, a longtime friend,
and Vivian Roger, secretary of the
“Association  U.S.  Normandie,
Memorire et Gratitude. Both were
well connected and might be able
to help. Also enticed into the
search was Brian Siddall, a native of
Ithaca, NY and a highly qualified
researcher in his own right. The
story took many twists and turns
over a number of months but boils
down to these key events. First,
Siddall located a German death
certificate written by the doctor in
the Gourbesville aid station that
attested to Hattrick’s death and also


http://www.fallsatsheridan.com/news/2009_10.pdf
http://www.fallsatsheridan.com/news/2009_10.pdf
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a small sketch map of the village
center. Second, Feuillye questioned
Gourbesville ~ Mayor  Maurice
Gidon, and other village residents.
No one knew when or why the
tablet had been placed. Seemingly,
it  had always been there.
Ultimately Feuillye postulated that
the plaque had been placed by then
Mayor Delaune. It was he whose
life had been saved when Pvt
Hattrick shot a German officer
through the head as he confronted
the mayor and  mistakenly
demanded that French resistance
fighters cease sniping at his men. It
was Hattrick who had been sniping
and his last shot killed the officer.
With  Hattrick’s  position  then
revealed, he too was killed.Siddall
brought the next major event into
play. He called R.B. Lewellen and
asked, “Do you know a man named
James Hattrick?”  “[Heck], yes,”
was R.B.s immediate and excited
response, “he was my best friend.”
R.B. had known for years that his
friend was dead but had never
known the circumstances. When
R.B. received copies of the German
documents he was able to slightly
extend the map to show a huge tree
in a field where he had landed.
Members of the Association U.S.
Normandie were also moved by
this convoluted story and they
knew still another fact. “The
Major” that day had been Gordon
K. Smith, of the 507" PIR. The
citizens of Gourbesville proclaimed
him a “Citoyen d’Honneur de la
Commune de Gourbesville” a few
years earlier and a plaque was
mounted on the wall of what had
been the aid station in 1944. Now
the association and citizenry
wanted to similarly recognize R.B.
Lewellen with a plaque adjacent to
Smith’s! Unfortunately, R.B. was no
longer able to make such a journey
and urged his son Randy to go in
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his stead. As fate would have it,
Randy and O’Donnell became
roommates in the home of Vivian
and Rodolphe Roger. He was there
on the evening of June 2™ when
Randy’s wife called to tell him that
R.B. had died the day before.
Randy tearfully informed his wife
that he would stay as planned and
honor his father at the dedication.
The following day Randy and a few
others went to the field where his
father had landed and subsequently
been wounded and captured. The
huge tree that R.B. recalled had
been a well known feature in the
local landscape until it had blown
down in 2004. Its enormous stump
was still there. Using a metal
detector, it took seconds to find a
30 caliber M1 cartridge casing at
the stump. Grasping it and with
tears in his eyes, Randy couldn’t
help but look at the heavens and
wonder aloud whether the shell had
been fired by his dad years
earlier. The unveiling of his father’s

Citizen of Honor plaque at
Gourbesville might have been
somewhat anti-climatic to that

event but for the fact that “the
Major” was there as well. Now in a
wheelchair, Gordon Smith was as
pleased to meet R.B.s son, as
Randy was to meet him. That same
day another plaque was unveiled
just a hundred yards further down
the road. Five feet tall and divided
into three sections, this bi-lingual
plaque tells the story of Hattrick,
Lewellen and Smith. It includes
photos of the men and the small
Hattrick plaque that started the
whole series of events, a tale that
somehow concluded within steps
of where it all began sixty-five years
earlier. O’Donnell is pleased that
his name is included on the bottom
of the memorial as a research
contributor. As he says, “Now I
will be in Normandy forever!”
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Next issue April 1
Please E-mail articles
or photos to me by
March 20th

SherwoodSmith &ditor
conestee782(@aim.com

Board of Directors

President Russ Schaad
“Vice President:  Dan Young
Secretauy Joyce Jaeger
Greaswien Elaine Bryson
Directarn Bill Halbleib
Directar Dean Hughes
Dinector Michelle Bhambri

Our Committees are:
Architectural Review
Andrea Nemeth, Carol Fischer,
Mary Riding and Stewart Jacger
Gate Security System

Dean Hughes
Irrigation Jerry Poole
Landscape Ruthe Faust
Playground Sarah Markos
Welcoming Pat Schaad

Newsletter Editor Sherwood Smith

Contvibuting “Editor Ruthe Faust

Web Master Dick O’Donnell

We contract for these services:
Covenants/Code Enforcement
Open
“The Lake Doctor” with
Russ Schaad, coordinating
Gate maintenance:

Florida Gate Control
Plant/Shrub/Palm:
Mowing: R&R Lawn Maintenance
Fertilize: Tru Green
Waterfall System:

Lake:

Brad Magilla
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